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²ÈÆÆ ¸²ÞÜ²¶ÆðÀ øðÆêîàÜÚ²ÜºðÆ Ðºî 
 

  ²Ûë ¹³ßÝ³·ÇñÁ Ð»ß³Ù ¾µÝ ²Ãµ» ²µÇ ì»Õ³ëÁ ·ñ»É ¿ 
ëáõñµ ²ÉÇ ÆµÝ ²µÇÃ³É»µÇ Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÛ³Ùµ£ ²ÛÝ å³ÑíáõÙ ¿ Ð»½ÕÇÉ 
¼Ç ²Éù³ý³ÉÇ Ù»Ý³ëï³ÝáõÙ:  

¸³ßÝ³·ÇñÁ 6,87 Ù x 30,5 ëÙ ã³÷ëÇ Ù³·³Õ³Ã ¿, å³ÑíáõÙ ¿ 
êå³Ñ³ÝÇ â»Ñ»ÉëáõÃáõÝ Ã³Ý·³ñ³ÝáõÙ£ ¶ñí³Í ¿ ÁÝÃ»éÝ»ÉÇ, 
·»Õ»óÇÏ ùáõý³·ñáí, ïáÕ³ï³Ï»ñÇÝ` Ù»Ï »ññáñ¹Ç ã³÷áí` 
ÏñÏÝíáõÙ ¿ å³ñëÏ³-³ñ³µ»ñ»Ýáí£ Ü»ù¨áõÙ Ãáõñù»ñ»Ý 
Ã³ñ·Ù³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ ¿, Ñ³í³Ý³µ³ñ ·ñí³Í Â³íñÇ½áõÙ, 
ê»ýÛ³ÝÝ»ñÇ ûñáù£ Ø³·³Õ³ÃÁ »½ñ³÷³ÏíáõÙ ¿ ³ÛÝ Ù³ñ¹Ï³Ýó 
³ÝáõÝÝ»ñáí, áíù»ñ Ý»ñÏ³ »Ý »Õ»É ¹³ßÝ³·ñÇ ëï»ÕÍÙ³ÝÁ, ÇëÏ 
Éáõë³ÝóùÝ»ñáõÙ å³Ñå³ÝíáõÙ »Ý ½³Ý³½³Ý ÑÇß³ï³Ï³ñ³ÝÝ»ñ£ 

  ...ø³ÝÇ ¹»é áÕç »Ù, ¨ ÇÙ Ù³ÑÇó Ñ»ïá ¿É, ÙÇÝã 
¹³ï³ëï³Ý, »ñµ ³Ýß»ç ¿ ÇëÉ³ÙÇ ¹³í³Ý³ÝùÁ, ¨ Ñ³í³ïùÝ 
³é³çÝáñ¹»ÉÁ ³ÏÝÑ³Ûï áõ µ³ó³Ñ³Ûï ¿ ¨ ÙÇÝã Ñ³íÇïÛ³Ýë 
Ñ³íÇï»ÝÇó ³Ûë ¹³ßÇÝùÝ áõ å³ÛÙ³ÝÁ µáÉáñ Ý³Ñ³Ý·³å»ï»ñÇÝ, 
ëáõÉÃ³ÝÝ»ñÇÝ ¨ ³ÛÉ Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇÝ å³ñï³¹Çñ áõ 
³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï »Ý: ä³ïß³× ã¿ áã Ù»ÏÇÝ ¹ñÅ»É ³Ûë ¹³ßÝ³·ÇñÁ ¨ 
³ÛÝ Ñ³í»É»Éáí Ï³Ù Ïñ×³ï»Éáíª ³ÛÉ³÷áË»É, ù³Ý½Ç Ñ³í»ÉáõÙáí 
ÏíÝ³ëÇ ÇÙ å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ áõ ¹³ßÇÝùÁ ¨ Ýñ³ Ïñ×³ïáõÙáí Ï¹ñÅí»Ý ÇÙ 
Ýå³ï³ÏÝ»ñÁ: ²Û¹ ÇëÏ å³ï×³éáí ëáõÛÝ ¹³ßÝ³·ñÇ ÷á÷áËáõÙÁ 
¹³í³×³ÝáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ ³ÛÝ ³Ù»ÝÇ Ñ³Ý¹»å, ÇÝãÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ 
å³ÛÙ³Ý³·ÇñÁ ÏÝù»É »Ý ÇÝÓ Ñ»ï: ÆÙ Ñ»ï¨áñ¹Ý»ñÇó áñ¨¿ Ù»ÏÝ, 
ÇÝÓ Ñ»ï Ñ³Ï³¹ñí»Éáí, ¹ñÅáõÙ ¿ ²ëïÍá å³ÛÙ³ÝÁ áõ »ñ»ë ¿ 
Ã»ùáõÙ µ³ñÓñÛ³É ²ëïÍá Ññ³Ù³ÝÇó, ¨ ïÇñáç í×ÇéÁ Ýñ³ 
Ñ³Ý¹»å íÝ³ë³µ»ñ ¿ ÉÇÝ»Éáõ: ê³ÛÇ¹Á, »åÇëÏáåáëÁ, ùñÇëïáÝÛ³ 
³í³·Ý»ñÁ ¨ ³ÛÉáù ó³ÝÏ³ó³Ý ÇÝÓ³ÝÇó, áñå»ë½Ç ³Ûë 
·ñáõÃÛáõÝÁ µáÉáñ ùñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ ÉÇÝÇ å³ÛÙ³Ý áõ 
¹³ßÇÝù: ²Ûë Ý³Ù³ÏÇ ÑÇÙ³Ý íñ³, ³ÛÝ ùñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÇÝ, áñáÝù 
³åñáõÙ »Ý ÇëÉ³ÙÇ Ñáí³Ýáõ Ý»ñùá, ³å³ÑáíáõÃÛáõÝ ÏïñíÇ: ²Ûë 
å³ÛÙ³Ý³·ÇñÁ µ³í³ñ³ñ ¨ Ñ³í»ñÅ³Ï³Ý ¿, áñå»ë½Ç 
Ñ³í³ï³ñÇÙ ÙÝ³ ³ÛÝ å³ÛÙ³ÝÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ, áñ ÏÝù»É »Ù Ýñ³Ýó 
Ñ»ï, ¨ »ë ÑáÅ³ñ³Ï³Ù µ³í³ñ³ñ»óÇ ³Û¹ ó³ÝÏáõÃÛáõÝÁ, 
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áñå»ë½Ç Ýñ³Ýó Ñ³Ù³ñ Ñ³×»ÉÇ ÙÇ ·áñÍ ³ñ³Í ÉÇÝ»Ù: ÆÙ ¨ 
Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ ÏáÕÙÇó Ýñ³Ýó Ý»ÕáõÃÛáõÝ ãÑ³ëÝÇ, ¨ ³Ûë 
å³ÛÙ³ÝÁ, áñå»ë Çñ³·áñÍ»ÉÇ å³ÛÙ³Ý áõ Ñ»ÕÇÝ³Ï³íáñ 
³å³Ñáí³·Çñ, ÉÇÝÇ Ù³ñ¹Ï³Ýó Ù»ç, áñå»ë½Ç µáÉáñ 
Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ ³ÛÝ Ï³ï³ñ»Ý ¨ Ñ³í³ï³óÛ³ÉÝ»ñÁ Ýñ³ 
ÝíÇñÛ³ÉÁ ÉÇÝ»Ý: ²Ûë Ý³Ù³ÏÁ ·ñ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³Ý 
Ù»Í»ñÇÝ ¨ ÇÙ É³í³·áõÛÝ ÁÝÏ»ñÝ»ñÇÝ Ññ³íÇñ»óÇ áõ 
ùñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñ áñáß»óÇ, ÇÝãÁ Ïï³ñ³ÍíÇ 
Ý³¨ Ýñ³Ýó Ñ³çáñ¹áÕ ë»ñáõÝ¹Ý»ñÇ íñ³: ºÃ» áñ¨¿ Ù»ÏÁ ¹ñÅÇ 
å³ÛÙ³ÝÁª ëáõÉÃ³Ý ÉÇÝÇ Ã» áã ëáõÉÃ³Ý, ¹³ï³íáñÁ å³ñï³íáñ ¿ 
Ýñ³ Ñ³Ý¹»å ÏÇñ³é»É Ññ³Ù³ÝÁ, áñå»ë½Ç Ñ³í³ï³ñÙáõÃÛáõÝÁ 
¹³ßÇÝùÇÝ ¨ å³ÛÙ³Ý³·ñÇ å³ßïå³ÝáõÃÛ³ÝÁ Çñ³·áñÍ»ÉÇ 
ËÝ¹Çñ ¹³éÝ³, ¨ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõÝ»ñÁ Ýñ³Ý ³å³íÇÝ»Ý: ºí áã 
áù ãÑ³Ï³¹ñíÇ ³Ûë å³ÛÙ³ÝÇÝ ¨ áã ÙÇ å³ï×³é³µ³ÝáõÃÛáõÝ 
ãáõÝ»Ý³ Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï: ºí Ñ³ñÏ ¿, áñ 
Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ ÇÙ å³ÛÙ³ÝÁ ³ÙµáÕç³óÝ»Ý ùñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÇ 
Ñ³Ù³ñ: øñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÁ Ñ³í³ï³ñÇÙ ÉÇÝ»Ý Ýñ³Ý: Ø»ñ 
Ñ³Ù³ËáÑÝ»ñÁ µ³ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ í³ñí»Ý Ýñ³Ýó Ñ»ï ¨, áñå»ë 
å³ñ·¨, Ýñ³ µ³ñûñáõÃÛ³Ý Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇóÁ ÉÇÝ»Ý: ºí Ý³, áí 
µ³í³ñ³ñÇ ³Ûë å³ÛÙ³ÝÁ, ÇÙ û·Ý³Ï³ÝÝ áõ Ñ³Ù³ËáÑÝ ¿ª ¹»åÇ 
ÇëÉ³Ù ¹³éÝ³Éáõ ×³Ý³å³ñÑÇÝ, ¨ íñ¹áíÙáõÝùÇ áõ ½³ÛñáõÛÃÇ 
å³ï×³éÁª µ³Ýë³ñÏáõÝ»ñÇ ¨ Ï³ëÏ³ÍÛ³ÉÝ»ñÇ, ¨ å³ïñí³Ï 
ãÉÇÝÇ ùñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ, ÁÝ¹¹»Ù ³ÛÝ ³ÝÓÇ, áñ ÁÝ¹áõÝ»É ¿ 
ÇëÉ³ÙÇ ¹³í³Ý³ÝùÁ:  

²Ûë ¹³ßÝ³·ÇñÁ Ññ³íÇñáõÙ ¿ µ³ñ»·áñÍáõÃÛ³Ý áõ µ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý 
³ñÅ³Ý³å³ïíáõÃÛ³Ý ¨ Ëáõë³÷áõÙ ¿ ã³ñÇùÇó áõ 
³é³çÝáñ¹í»Éáí ×ßÙ³ñïáõÃÛ³Ùµª Ññ³Ù³ÛáõÙ ¿ ÁÝïñ»É ³½ÝÇí áõ 
ßÇï³Ï áõÕÇ: ²Û¹ ÇëÏ å³ï×³éáí ³ÛÝ Ý³Ë ëÏë»óÇ ÇÙ 
å³ñï³íáñí³ÍáõÃÛ³Ùµ, ÇÝãÁ ùñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÁ ó³ÝÏ³ó»É »Ý 
ÇÝÓ³ÝÇó ¨ ÇÙ µáÉáñ Ñ³Ù³ËáÑÝ»ñÇó: àõëïÇ »ë ¹³ßÇÝùÁ ¨ 
²ëïÍá áõËïÁ, ¨ µáÉáñ Ù³ñ·³ñ»Ý»ñÇÝ íÏ³Û³ÏáãáõÙ »Ù ¹ñ³Ý, ¨ 
³Û¹ ÑÇÙáõÝùáí Ýñ³Ýó å³Ñå³ÝáõÙÝ áõ å³ßïå³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÁ ³Ù»Ý 
ã³ñÇùÇó Ï³ñ¨áñíáõÙ ¿ ÇÝÓ Ñ³Ù³ñ, ¨ ³ÛÅÙ áã ÙÇ Ý»ÕáõÃÛáõÝ 
Ýñ³Ýó ã¹ÇåãÇ, µ³óÇ ³ÛÝ ¹»åùÇó, áñ ³Û¹ Ý»ÕáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ñ³ëÝÇ 
Ý³¨ ÇÝÓ ¨ ÇÙ Ñ³Ù³ËáÑÝ»ñÇÝ, áñáÝù ÇëÉ³ÙÇ å³ßïå³ÝÝ»ñÝ »Ý: 
ºí ³ÛÅÙ »ë ³ÛÝ ïáõñùÁ, áñ å³ñï³íáñ »Ý í×³ñ»Éáõ ùñÇëïáÝÛ³ 
é³½ÙÇÏÝ»ñÁ, Ýñ³Ýó ÏÝ»ñ»Ù, ë³Ï³ÛÝ ùñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÇó áã Ù»ÏÁ 
¹ñ³ ¹ÇÙ³ó å³ñï³å³Ý ã¿: ÆÝãå»ë Ý³¨ áã ÙÇ »åÇëÏáåáëÇ 
»åÇëÏáåáëáõÃÛáõÝÇó ¨ áã ÙÇ ùñÇëïáÝÛ³ÛÇ ùñÇëïáÝ»áõÃÛáõÝÇó ¨ 
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áã ÙÇ áõËï³íáñÇ áõËï³·Ý³óáõÃÛáõÝÇó ãß»Õ»Ý ¨ áã ÙÇ 
×³Ù÷áñ¹Ç ãË³Ý·³ñ»Ý ßñç³·³ÛáõÃÛáõÝÇó ¨ Ýñ³Ýó áã ÙÇ 
Ï³éáõÛóÝ áõ ïáõÝÁ ã³í»ñ»Ý, ¨ Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ Ù½ÏÇÃÝ»ñÇ 
Ï³éáõÛóÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ ¨ Çñ»Ýó ïÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ ³Û¹ Ï³éáõÛóÝ»ñÇó áõ 
Ù»Ý³ëï³ÝÝ»ñÇó ãû·ï³·áñÍ»Ý ¨ ã¹³¹³ñ»óÝ»Ý 
½³Ý·³Ï³ïÝ»ñÇ ÕáÕ³ÝçÝ»ñÁ: ê³ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ÝáõÙ ¿ 
å³ßïáÝ³Ï³Ý Ý³Ù³Ï ¨ Ýñ³Ýó ·áñÍ»ñÇ áõÕ»óáõÛóª Ññ³Ù³Ý: ºë 
Ýñ³Ýó, áíù»ñ ÇëÉ³ÙÇ ÝíÇñÛ³ÉÝ»ñÝ »Ý, Ññ³íÇñáõÙ »Ù ³Ûë 
Ï³ÝáÝ³¹ñáõÃÛ³ÝÁ: àí ¹ñÅÇ ³Ûë ¹³ßÝ³·ÇñÁ, ³ñÅ³ÝÇ ¿ 
³ñÑ³Ù³ñÑ³ÝùÇ ¨ ³Ý»ÍùÇª ëáõÉÃ³Ý ÉÇÝÇ, Ã» áã ëáõÉÃ³Ý, 
Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³Ý áõ Ñ³í³ï³óÛ³É ÉÇÝÇ Ï³Ù ãÉÇÝÇ: 

ÂáõÛÉ ã»Ù ï³ÉÇë áã ÙÇ ùñÇëïáÝÛ³ÛÇ å³ñï³¹ñ³µ³ñ ÇëÉ³Ù 
ÁÝ¹áõÝ»É: ä»ïù ¿ ùñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÇÝ Çñ»Ýó ·ÃáõÃÛ³Ý áõ 
µ³ñáõÃÛ³Ý Ã¨»ñÇ ï³Ï ³éÝ»Ý, å»ïù ¿ ã³ñáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ýñ³ÝóÇóª 
áñï»Õ áñ Ï³, Ñ»é³óÝ»É: øñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÁ Çñ³íáõÝù áõÝ»Ý 
³å³Ñáí»Éáõ ³ÕáÃ³í³Ûñ»ñÇ Í³Ëë»ñÁ ¨ í»ñ³Ýáñá·»Éáõ 
Ù»Ý³ëï³ÝÝ»ñÝ áõ Ïáõë³ÝáóÝ»ñÁ ¨ ³ÛÝ ³Ù»ÝÁ, ÇÝã å³Ñ³ÝçáõÙ 
»Ý Ýñ³Ýó ÏñáÝÝ áõ Ñ³í³ï³ÉÇùÝ»ñÁ: ºí Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ 
å³ñïùÝ ¿ å³Ñå³Ý»É Ýñ³Ýó ³ñÛáõÝÁ, ÏÛ³ÝùÁ ¨ áõÝ»óí³ÍùÁ ¨ 
Ýñ³Ýó ³ç³Ïó»É: Ø³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ û·ÝáõÃÛáõÝÁ 
ùñÇëïáÝÛ³Ý»ñÇ ·áñÍ»ñÇ Ï³ñ·³íáñÙ³Ý Ù»ç å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÛáõÝ 
ã¿, ³ÛÉ å³ñ·¨ ¿: 
àõÕÕ³Ñ³í³ïÝ»ñÇ ëáõñµ Ù³ñ·³ñ» ²ÉÇ ÆµÝ ²µÇÃ³É»µÁ Çñ ¨ 
Ù³ÑÙ»¹³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ ÁÝ¹áõÝáõÙ ³Ûë 
¹³ßÝ³·ñÇ å³Ñå³ÝáõÙÝ áõ Ñ³ñ·áõÙÁ ÙÇÝã ¹³ï³ëï³Ý ¨ ÙÇÝã 
³ßË³ñÑÇ í»ñçÁ:  

ä³ñëÏ»ñ»ÝÇó Ã³ñ·Ù³Ý»ó ¾¸àô²ð¸ Ð²Êìºð¸Ú²ÜÀ 
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Shahan Natalie 
(A Concise Biography) 

 
 
Shahan Natalie (né Hagop Der Hagopian) was 
born in 1884, in the village of Husenik, 
Kharberd province, the only son of the seven-
member family, along with four sisters. 
 
He received his primary education in the local 
Armenian school. More than 300,000 
Armenians fell victim during the 1895 to 1897 
massacres in Western Armenia. At the 
beginning of the massacres, his father, 
mother's brother, and numerous other relatives 
were killed. He was separated from his family 
during the slaughter. Hagop's life was spared 
thanks to a neighboring Greek family, who hid 
him for several days, knowing that he too would be slaughtered. The 11-
year-old orphaned wandered for three days before being reunited with the 
surviving members of his family. He found his mother mourning over his 
father's lifeless corpse, which they dragged together and buried under a 
walnut tree. He would write about this event later, adding, "The living 
began to bury the dead." The scene of his mother, prostrate on her 
husband's body, left a deep and indelible impression on the young boy's 
subconscious and conscious being. 

After studying for a year at the famed Euphrates College in Kharberd, 
together with other orphans, he was sent to the St. James Orphanage in 
Constantinople, where he did not want to stay, so he himself found an 
Armenian rug merchant living in New York to adopt him so he cold attend 
the famed Berberian Academy, which he did the following year, and 
studied there until 1900. His teacher in the Academy was the noted 
pedagogue and philosopher, Reteos Berberian, out of respect for whom he 
chose the latter's son's first name, Shahan, as his own (the choice of 
Natalie as a surname is yet unknown to us). The young Hagop's love of 
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culture, art, beauty, goodness, and truth and the concept of justice were 
imprinted in his very being.  

In 1901, he returned to his birthplace, where for three years he served on 
the local school's teaching staff, at the same time studying the provincial 
dialect of Kharberd. This philological study earned special honor in 
Patriarch Izmirlian's literary competition. 

In 1904, in Kharberd, he joined the Armenian Revolutionary Federation, 
in whose ranks he would serve with true patriotic spirit for a quarter 
century. The same year, he immigrated to the United States, where for 
three years he worked as a laborer in a shoe factory. In 1908, after the 
proclamation of the Ottoman Constitution, he returned home to Husenik, 
where he remained barely one year. The 1909 massacres of Armenians in 
Cilicia drove him back into exile in America. From 1910 to 1912, he 
attended Boston University, where he studied literature, philosophy 
(particularly Plato), and theatre (particularly Shakespeare). 

In 1912, he decided to return home and boarded a ship headed for Turkey. 
However, during that period the war had erupted in the Balkans and the 
Turkish passport-bearing Shahan Natalie was ejected from the ship by 
Greek authorities as a citizen of an enemy nation. His attempts to explain 
his Armenian identity proved fruitless. He was put aboard a ship leaving 
for the United States and was deported from the country. 

An unwilling returnee to America, he undertook responsible work within 
the Armenian Revolutionary Federation's United States district. He 
became a member of the party's "Hairenik" monthly editorial staff and was 
elected a member of the party's United States Central Committee, 
participating in the latter's Executive Body. 

During this period, the First World War began, providing the opportunity 
for the criminal Turk hand to finally and totally exterminate the Armenian 
people. Receiving the news of the Great Atrocity(2), like all exiles, 
Shahan Natalie experienced nightmarish moments of anguish and rage. 
And he, the orphaned boy and vengeful youth, made "his vow" not to 
leave the Genocide perpetrators unpunished, if the world should choose to 
ignore their crime. 
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Shahan Natalie's doubts became reality after the War. The Ottoman 
military tribunal convened in Constantinople condemned to death the 
principal perpetrators who had been extradited to Malta by British 
authorities. The British placed no value whatsoever on the sentence and 
secretly released the enemies of Armenians and humanity. 

From September 27 to the end of October 1919, the Armenian 
Revolutionary Federation's 9th General Congress was convened in 
Yerevan. Shahan Natalie participated as the United States District 
delegate. On the Congress agenda was also placed the issue of retribution 
against those principally responsible for the Great Atrocity. Shahan 
Natalie experienced here the first serious embitterment of his political life, 
when some of the delegates deemed this policy wrong, rationalizing that 
the newly created Armenian Republic needed Turkey's friendship (such 
justifications have proliferated today also, within the new Armenian 
Republic). Contrary to many of the Eastern Armenian delegates' 
vociferous objections, it was decided by Armenian force to deem the 
Armenian nation as reconciled with the Turk monsters. It is assumed that 
at this meeting the Responsible Body was also organized to realize the 
work, whose primary motivator, planner and spirit was Shahan Natalie, 
with Grigor Merjanov as principal collaborator. ARF Bureau members, 
specifically Simon Vratsian, Ruben Ter Minasian, and Ruben Darbinian, 
decided to prevent Shahan Natalie's determined efforts, but Natalie had 
given the verdict, which was the demand of more than one and a half 
million victims. 

Under the most clandestine circumstances the work of eliminating the 
Turk executioners was organized and the preliminary steps (surveillance, 
arms-gathering and transport, etc.) were carried out. A "black list" of 
marked executioners, contained the names of approximately 200 beasts in 
human form. 

The executioners of the Armenian people were moving freely and boldly 
in Berlin, Rome, Baku, Tbilisi and other city streets, and still posing a 
threat as they had regrouped and were planning their next move to finish 
the work they began and once and for all put an end to the Armenian 
question with their next target being the Armenian population of 
Nargorno-Karabagh and then subsequently Armenia, thus realizing their 
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dream of the greater Turkish state. Some among them were enjoying local 
secret and overt police protection. 

For Shahan Natalie, the primary target was the Armenophobe Talaat 
Pasha, whom Shahan called "Number One." The mission of felling this 
animal was entrusted to Soghomon Tehlirian. 

In the Beirut-based "Nayiri" weekly, v. 12, nos. 1-6 were published 
Shahan's memoirs about Talaat's assassination. There, Shahan revealed his 
orders to Tehlirian: "You blow up the skull of the Number 1 nation-
murderer and you don't try to flee. You stand there, your foot on the 
corpse and surrender to the police, who will come and handcuff you." 
Shahan Natalie's purpose was to turn Soghomon Tehlirian's trial into the 
political trial of those responsible for the Great Tragedy, which was 
realized in part. However, there were those in the ARF leadership, Simon 
Vratsian in particular, who had two chapters deleted from Tehlirian's 
memoirs - before their printing - which dealt with Shahan Natalie's key 
role in the assassination of Talaat. 

The fruits of Shahan Natalie's planning mind were successive 
assassinations as follow: 

· Talaat Pasha, member of the Ittihadist triumvirate and former prime 
minister, 15 March 1921, Berlin. Executor, Soghomon Tehlirian. 
· Pipit Jivanshir Khan, former internal affairs minister of Azerbaijan, rabid 
pan-Turanian, organizer of Armenian massacres, 18 July 1921, 
Constantinople. Executor, Misak Torlakian. 
· Said Halim Pasha, former primer minister, 5 December 1921, Berlin. 
Organizer, Grigor Merjanov; executor, Arshavir Shiragian. 
· Behaeddin Shakir Bey, principally responsible organizer and executor of 
the Ittahadist "Special Committee," 17 April 1922, Berlin. Executor, Aram 
Yerganian, who in 1919, Tbilisi, had slain Azeri beasts Ghasik Bekov, and 
the following year, Sarafov and Khan Khuysk, also in Tbilisi. 
· Jemal Azmi, Ittihadist Armenophobe chief, 17 April 1922, Berlin. 
Executive, T.; collaborator, Aram Yerganian. 
· Jemal Pasha, Ittihadist triumvirate member and defense minister, 25 July 
1922, Tbilisi. Executors, decoys, Stepan Dzaghigian and Bedros D. 
Boghosian; collaborators, Zareh MelikShahnazarian of Artsakh and 
others. 
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· The third member of the triumvirate, Enver Pasha, was killed in 1922 in 
Turkmenistan (Central Asia) when he was leading the Basmaji-
Hrosakayin -Pan-Turanian movement. It is assumed that the killer of this 
beast was an Armenian soldier in the Red Army. 

Shahan Natalie's avengers executed also several Armenian spies and 
traitors, who, by denouncing their kinsmen to Turkish authorities, were 
responsible for their deaths. 

The ARF Bureau was against these assassinations because the Bureau, 
ousted from the homeland, filled with anti-Soviet addiction, was playing 
Turkish-spirited politics, which this campaign of assassination hindered. 
And finally, the Bureau succeeded in silencing the sound of the explosive 
Armenian bullet. The Bureau, subsequently, when the assassination of 
Turks proved "profitable" to revitalize party ranks, did not hesitate to 
credit itself alone for the just assassinations organized by the Armenian 
Nemesis, Shahan Natalie. 

After the Sovietization of Armenia, many of the Armenian Republic's 
expatriate revolutionary activists did not hesitate to collaborate with Azeri 
and Turk Armenophobe activists to regain governmental control. This 
policy was contrary to Shahan Natalie's conviction that "Over and above 
the Turk, the Armenian has no enemy, and Armenian revenge is just and 
godly." There were deep dissensions on both sides, but not yet to the point 
of separation. 

In 1924, in Paris, the ARF's 10th General Congress was convened. The 
revered Western Armenian delegate, Shahan Natalie, was elected as a new 
Bureau member, alongside Shavarsh Misakian and the Jewish son-in-laws 
[their wives were Jews], Ruben Der Minasian and Aram Jamalian. Bureau 
member Shahan in vain strove to change the party's Turkish-spirited 
mindset, but failed, due to the trio's opposition. 

The ultimate collision of these divergent directions became inevitable. In 
1925, a group of nationalistic revolutionaries applied to the Bureau to 
establish relationships with Soviet governments in order to try to find 
ways of helping the homeland. The leadership delayed the examination 
and response to this issue. 
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On 29 December 1926, the ARF Bureau, with four votes in favor and one 
against (Shahan) decided to join the Promethean Alliance, which declared 
the Turk as defender of the Caucasian people. 

Shahan Natalie's cup of patience had overflowed. The party's internal 
struggle became evident in 1928. From 1920 to 1929, in Paris, 
"Azadamard" (Freedom Fighter) was published under the editorship of 
Haig Kntouni and Shahan Natalie. "Azadamard" was the expression of 
outrage of noble revolutionaries toward the anti-national sentiment of the 
leadership. Shahan Natalie defined the "Freedom Fighter" movement 
thus: "In Yerevan in 1919 during the Federation's 9th General Congress, 
many monuments were going to be destroyed and statues were to crumble 
within innocent and clean souls ... Before the eyes of the "Freedom 
Fighters, not only was the Revolutionary Federation being horribly 
transformed, it was also becoming an accomplice against Armenian 
Revolution. Not only had the Federation, in the person of its leadership, 
denied the Federation, but by the boorish expression of its traditional 
feudalism, it had assumed the right to ally itself with the Turk, to plot 
against Armenian Revolution." 

To forestall the probable victory of the "Freedom Fighters" at the 
upcoming 11th General Congress (27 March to 2 May 1929), on the eve of 
the meeting, the Bureau began a "cleansing campaign." The first to be 
"removed"(3) from the party was Bureau member, Shahan Natalie. 
"Knowingly" (by his definition) having joined the ARF and unjustly 
separated from it, Shahan Natalie wrote about this: "With Shahan began 
again that which had begun with Antranig; Bureau member, Shahan, was 
'ousted'" After Shahan were successively ousted Haig Kntouni, Armenian 
Republic army officer Bagrevandian with his group, Glejian and Tartizian 
with their partisans, General Smbad, Ferrahian with his group, future 
"Mardgots" (Bastion)-ists Mgrdich Yeretziants, Levon Mozian, Vazgen 
Shoushanian, Mesrob Kouyoumjian, Levon Kevonian and many others. 
As a protest to this "cleansing" by the Bureau, some members of the ARF 
French Central Committee also resigned. 

"Freedom Fight" having ceased publication, the "ousted" revolutionaries 
of France established "Mardgots" (Bastion), a semi-weekly newspaper, 
under the editorship of Mesrob Kouyoumjian and Mgrdich Yeritziants. 
Contrary to popular belief, Shahan Natalie did not establish or leader the 
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"Bastion"-ist movement, because at that time he had returned to America. 
He learned about the movement from reading the "Mardgots" newspaper 
and acknowledged this Reconstructionist movement. In issues of 
"Mardgots" are published Shahan's analytical articles, "Who Ousts 
Whom?", "Mine and Yours", "Curse, but Listen," and "I Am 
Inexperienced." 
 
Generals Dro and Nzhdeh came to Paris for the purpose of defusing the 
disunion of the party, but they failed. 

Gradually realizing their inability to control the expanding movement, the 
Bureau relocated its headquarters from Paris to Cairo. 

However, the "Bastion"-ist movement was attacked from within. The 
collaboration of editor Mesrob Kouyoumjian with the Soviet Secret 
Service was revealed. General Smpad and Shahan Natalie went to Paris to 
forestall the break-up of the movement. Revolutionaries who had 
remained loyal to the "Bastion"-ists in 1934 established the "Western 
Armenian Liberation Alliance" in Paris and began to publish the "Amrots" 
(Fortress) weekly. "Alliance" members were relentlessly persecuted by 
Bureau killer bandits and by the Secret Service of foreign countries, which 
wanted to see the ARF as an anti-Soviet tool in their hands. Shahan 
Natalie relocated "Amrots" to Athens, where it was published from 1936 
to 1937. ARF Bureau-hired hit men arrived there and with their bullets 
killed many loyal revolutionaries. 

The situation in Europe within the environment of impending war and 
Bureau-ordered assassinations little by little eroded the "Amrots"-ist 
movement.(4)  
 
At the eve of the Second World War, Shahan returned to America and, 
embittered toward Armenian political life, he took up community activism 
within the Armenian General Benevolent Union. From 1943 to 1953, he 
directed the Armenian General Benevolent Union's New England District 
Office Secretariat.(5) 

In 1958, for the first time since the Sovietization of Armenia, he visited 
the homeland, regaining his voice, which had begun to diminish. He 
experienced spiritual enrichment upon seeing the flowering of Armenia. In 
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Dzaghgadzor, he met schoolchildren at a campground and in them he saw 
the promise of a new dawn for the Armenian people. 

Since the 1960's, Shahan Natalie lived almost in seclusion. He preferred to 
be silent rather than to talk, to remain within the confines of his home, 
rather than to appear in public. 

Shahan Natalie has bequeathed us a rich literary legacy. Shahan's literary 
talents were refined under the canopy of the Berberian Academy. He 
wrote verses, short stories, dramatic works, as well as national, political 
analyses and oratorical pages. He used the noms de plume Nemesis and 
Shahan (Nemesis was the goddess of "just anger," [retributive justice], in 
ancient Greek mythology). In private life he used another alias, John 
Mahy, which he translated as "the spirit of death." 

Shahan Natalie's published works include: 

1. úñ¿ÝùÇ ¨ ÀÝÏ»ñáõÃ»³Ý ¼áÑ»ñ¿Ý (From the Martyrs of Law and 
Society). Boston: Hayrenik, 1909. 63 pages. Short stories 
2. ²Ùå»ñ (Clouds). Boston: Hayrenik, 1909. Verses 
3. ø³õáõÃ»³Ý »ñ·»ñ (Songs of Expiation). Boston: Hayrenik, 1915. 31 
pages. Verses 
4. ê¿ñÇ ¨ ³ï»ÉáõÃ»³Ý »ñ·»ñ (Songs of Love and Hate). Boston: 
Hayrenik, 1915. 165 pages. Verses 
5. ìñ¿ÅÇ ³õ»ï³ñ³Ý (Gospel of Revenge). New York: Armenia, 1918. 39 
pages. Verses 
6. ²ëÉ³Ý ´»Ï (Aslan Bek). Boston: Hayrenik, 1918. 62 pages. Tragedy in 
three acts 
7. ø»½Ç (To Thee). Boston: 1920. 116 pages. Verses 
 
His national-political works of public address are: 
 
1. ÂáõñùÇ½ÙÁ ²Ý·áñ³Û¿Ý ´³·áõ ¨ Âñù³Ï³Ý úñÇ¿ÝÃ³ëÇáÝ (Turkism 
from Angora to Baku and Turkish Orientation). Athens: Nor Or, 1928. 172 
pages. 
2. Âáõñù»ñÁ ¨ Ø»Ýù (The Turks and Us). Athens: Nor Or, 1928. 70 pages. 
Second printing, 1931 - 93 pages 
3. ²É»ùë³Ý¹ñ³åûÉÇ ¸³ßÝ³·ñ¿Ý 1930-Ç ÎáíÏ³ë»³Ý 
²åëï³ÙµáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ (From the Treaty of Alexandrapol to the 1930 
Caucasian Insurgences). Volumes 1 and 2. Marseilles: Tp. Arabian, 1934-
35 
4. ºñ»õ³ÝÇ Ð³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ³·ÇñÁ (The Yerevan Agreement). Boston: 1941. 
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112 pages. 
5. Çñù Ø³ïáõóÙ³Ý ¨ Ð³ïáõóÙ³Ý (Book of Dedication and 
Compensation). Contents: ²Ûëå¿ë êå³ÝÝ»óÇÝù (How We Killed); 
Ú³õ»Éáõ³Í (Addendum), illustrated. Beirut: Tp. Onipar, 1949 (first printing). 
160 pages. Beirut: Tp Azdarar, 1954 (second printing). 134 pages 
6. ì»ñëïÇÝ Ú³õ»Éáõ³Í -- ²É»ùë³Ýïñ³åûÉÇ ¸³ßÝ³·ñÇ §ÆÝñå¿±ëÝ áõ 
ÇÝãá±õÝ¦ (Re-Addendum - The Why and How of the Treaty of 
Alexandrapol). Boston: Baikar, 1955. 144 pages. 
 
He has literary and national-political unpublished works and papers, of 
which ¸³É¿³ÃÇ ¸³ï³ëï³ÝÁ ä»ñÉÇÝÇ Ø¿ç (The Trial of Talaat in Berlin) 
and his Úáõß»ñ (Memoirs) have special significance. 
 
All of Shahan Natalie's publications are out of print and hard to find. The 
printing facilities of the period, the small print runs, the harassment of being 
the "sought after" of true patriots, and the Bureau clique have worked their 
ruin and rendered these books unfindable remnants. 
 
Shahan Natalie did not succeed in celebrating his hundredth birthday. The 
99-year-old hero closed his eyes forever on 19 April 1983 in the morning, 
in his home in Watertown, Massachusetss. The funeral rites took place on 
22 April in Watertown, in the St. James Armenian Church, with the Primate 
of the Armenian Church of North America, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
(presently the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem) officiating. After the 
reading of the eulogies, the body of the tormented hero was laid to rest in 
the nearby Mount Auburn Cemetery. 

(2) On March 23, 1915, one month before the gathering and slaughter of 
the Armenian intellectuals in Constantinople, S.N. became a citizen of the 
United States, assuming "John Mahy" as his official name.  
(3) This was the contention of the ARF. In fact, Natalie resigned the Bureau 
and the Federation because of his outrage at the leadership's decision to 
strike a pact with Turkey in an attempt to regain possession of the 
Anatolian lands seized by the Turks. 
(4) Shahan Natalie was one of those targeted by the ARF. An unsuccessful 
attempt was made on his life in Boston, in 1929. In the early years of World 
War II, rumors of subsequent attempts were spread in an effort to harass 
and disarm his adherents. 
(5) In 1954, the Armenian communities in the United States celebrated the 
50th Jubilee of Shahan Natalie's community activism and literary career. 

 


