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Î²ÂàÈÆÎàôÂÚàôÜÀ 

 Ð²Úàò Øºæ 

²½·³ÛÇÝ ·³Õ³÷³ñ³ËáëáõÃÛ³Ý ãÁÝÏ³ÉÙ³Ý áõ å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý 
í³ÛñÇí»ñáõÙÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï»õ³Ýùáí, Ñ³Û»ñÁ áã ÙÇ³ÛÝ ³é³ù»É³Ï³Ý 
Ï³Ù Éáõë³íáñã³Ï³Ý »Ï»Õ»óáõ, ³ÛÉ»õ áõñÇß 
Ñ³ñ³Ýí³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ, ÝáõÛÝÇëÏ ³Õ³Ý¹Ý»ñÇ ³Ý¹³Ù »Ý: 
²ÛëåÇëáí, ÇÝã-áñ ÇÙ³ëïáí Ñ³Û ùñÇëïáÝ»áõÃÛáõÝÁ µ³½Ù³Í³í³É 
Ñ³ëÏ³óáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ ¹³éÝáõÙ ÏñáÝ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ñ³Ýí³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ »õ 
ÙÇ³íáñáõÙÝ»ñÇ ³éÏ³ÛáõÃÛ³Ùµ: Ð³×³Ë Ñ³Û Ï³ÃáÉÇÏÝ»ñÁ Ï³Ù 
Ýñ³Ýó Å³é³Ý·Ý»ñÝ Çñ»Ýó Ñ³Û »Ï»Õ»óáõ µ³ÕÏ³óáõóÇã Ù³ë »Ý 
Ñ³Ù³ñáõÙ: Üñ³Ýù ·»ñ³¹³ëáõÙ »Ý Çñ»Ýó Ïáã»É Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ»Ý»ñ 
(ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç Ù»ç Ýñ³Ýó Ý³»õ §ýñ³ÝÏ¦ »Ý ÏáãáõÙ ÑéáÙ»³¹³í³Ý 
ÉÇÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ): ÐÇÙÝ³Ï³ÝáõÙ Ñ³Û»ñÁ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏáõÃÛáõÝ »Ý 
ÁÝ¹áõÝ»É ²ñ»õÙïÛ³Ý Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ »õ ÎÇÉÇÏÇ³ÛáõÙ 
ÙÇëÇáÝ»ñ³Ï³Ý ³ÏïÇí ù³ñá½ãáõÃÛ³Ùµ Ï³Ù Ãáõñù³Ï³Ý 
µÝ³çÝçÙ³Ý ë³ñë³÷Çó Ëáõë³÷»Éáõ ÝÏ³ï³éáõÙÝ»ñáí: 

20-ñ¹ ¹³ñÇ ëÏ½µÇÝ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ Ñ³Û»ñÁ Ð³Û³ëï³Ý áõ ìñ³ëï³Ý 
»Ý ·³ÕÃ»É ì³ÝÇó, ²É³ßÏ»ñïÇó, Î³ñëÇó, Î³ñÇÝ-¾ñ½ñáõÙÇó, 
ØáõßÇó »õ ³ÛÉÝ: ²ÛÅÙ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñ Ï³Ý ÞÇñ³ÏÇ »õ Èáéáõ 
Ù³ñ½»ñáõÙ, æ³í³ËùáõÙ, ÇÝãå»ë Ý³»õ êï³ÙµáõÉáõÙ, ØÇçÇÝ 
²ñ»õ»ÉùÇ ï³ñµ»ñ »ñÏñÝ»ñáõÙ, ºíñáå³ÛáõÙ »õ Ø. Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõÙ: 
Àëï Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ» »Ï»Õ»óáõ Ý³ËÏÇÝ ³é³çÝáñ¹ Ð. 
Ü»ñë»ë ³ñù»åÇëÏáåáë î»ñ-Ü»ñëÇëÛ³ÝÇ §ä³ïÙ³Ï³Ý 
³ÏÝ³ñÏÝ»ñ¦ ³ßË³ïáõÃÛ³Ý, 2002-ÇÝ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ Ï³ÛÇÝ 30, 
ìñ³ëï³ÝáõÙ` 20 Ñ³Û Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ» ·ÛáõÕ»ñ, Ùáï 200 000 
Ñ³í³ï³óÛ³ÉÝ»ñáí, ÇÝãÁ ËÇëï ã³÷³½³Ýóí³Í ¿ ÃíáõÙ: 1916-ÇÝ 
ÝáõÛÝ ³Û¹ ï³ñ³ÍùÝ»ñáõÙ »Õ»É »Ý 70-Çó ³í»ÉÇ ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³ÝáõÙ 
ù³ñ³ß»Ý »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñ: ØÇÝã ³Û¹, 1701-ÇÝ Æï³ÉÇ³ÛÇ êµ. Ô³½³ñ 
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ÏÕ½áõÙ µ³ñ·³í³×áõÙ ¿ñ ³é³ù»É³Ï³Ý »Ï»Õ»óáõ Ý³ËÏÇÝ 
ëå³ë³íáñ ØËÇÃ³ñ ê»µ³ëï³óáõ áõËïÇ ÙÇ³µ³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÁ, áñ 
Ñ³Ý·ñí³Ý»É ¿ñ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ »Ï»Õ»óáõ Ñáí³Ýáõ Ý»ñùá »õ Í³í³ÉáõÙ ¿ñ 
·Çï³Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ Ù»Í³í³ëï³Ï ·áñÍáõÝ»áõÃÛáõÝ: Ð»ï³·³ÛáõÙ, 
ØËÇÃ³ñÛ³Ý ÙÇ³µ³ÝáõÃÛ³Ý å³é³ÏïÙ³Ý Ñ»ï»õ³Ýùáí 
Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ Ñ½áñ Ï»ÝïñáÝ ëï»ÕÍí»ó ìÇ»ÝÝ³ÛáõÙ: 

Ð³Û Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ »Ï»Õ»óáõ í³ñ¹³å»ï, ØËÇÃ³ñÛ³Ý 
ÙÇ³µ³ÝáõÃÛ³Ý ³Ý¹³Ù Ð. Ð³ñáõÃÛáõÝ íñ¹. ä½ïÇÏÛ³ÝÁ 
Ï³ñ»õáñ»Éáí ØËÇÃ³ñÛ³Ý ÙÇ³µ³ÝáõÃÛ³Ý ³Ýáõñ³Ý³ÉÇ ¹»ñÁ »õ 
Å³é³Ý·áõÃÛáõÝÁ Ñ³Û Ùß³ÏáõÛÃÇ ³Ý¹³ëï³ÝáõÙ, Ýñ³Ýó Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ 
ÉÇÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ý·³Ù³ÝùÝ ³Ûëå»ë ¿ Ù»ÏÝ³µ³ÝáõÙ. §²ÛÝ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï 
Ù»Ýù ëïÇåí³Í ¿ÇÝù ·ñ³Ýóí»É áñå»ë Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ» Ñ³Ù³ÛÝù, ù³ÝÇ 
áñ Ð³Û ³é³ù»É³Ï³Ý »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ Çñ ÷³ëï³óÇ Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÛáõÝÁ 
ãáõÝ»ñ Æï³ÉÇ³ÛáõÙ¦: Ü³ å³ïÙáõÙ ¿, áñ ¹»é ËáñÑñ¹³ÛÇÝ 
ï³ñÇÝ»ñÇÝ ÐéáÙÇ å³åÇ »õ ì³½·»Ý ² Ñ³Ûñ³å»ïÇ ÙÇç»õ 
·ñ³íáñ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ Ñ³ëï³ïí»É, áñ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ 
Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ» Ã»ÙÇ »åÇëÏáåáë³Ï³Ý ³é³çÝáñ¹Ç å³ßïáÝáõÙ 
Ñ³ëï³ïí»Ý ØËÇÃ³ñÛ³Ý ÙÇ³µ³ÝáõÃÛ³Ý ³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñÁ: Ð³ñóÇ 
Ù»ÏÝ³µ³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ Áëï Ñ³Ûñ Ð³ñáõÃÛáõÝÇ Ñ»ï»õÛ³ÉÝ ¿. 
§ØËÇÃ³ñÛ³ÝÝ»ñÁ ³í»ÉÇ áõëÛ³É »Ý, µ³óÇ ³Û¹ ³é³çÝáñ¹Á å»ïù ¿ 
Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÇ Ñá·»õáñ ËÝ³Ùùáí ½µ³ÕÇ, ³Ýßáõßï, 
Ý»ñ¹³ßÝ³ÏáõÃÛ³Ùµ Ð³Ûáó ³é³ù»É³Ï³Ý »Ï»Õ»óáõ ÞÇñ³ÏÇ Ã»ÙÇ, 
»õ Ï³ñáÕ³Ý³ ¹ñëÇ §ÃÃáõ¦ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ ÙÇëÇáÝ»ñÝ»ñÇ 
å³é³ÏïáÕ³Ï³Ý áñ»õ¿ ·áñÍáÕáõÃÛ³Ý Ñ³Ï³ÏßÇé ÉÇÝ»É¦: 
ØÇ³Å³Ù³Ý³Ï, áñù³Ý ¿É ½³ñÙ³Ý³ÉÇ ¿, Ñ³Ûñ Ð³ñáõÃÛáõÝÁ ÑáõÛë ¿ 
Ñ³ÛïÝáõÙ, Ã» »ñÏáõ ÏñáÝ³å»ï»ñÇ ÙÇç»õ Ñ³ëï³ïí³Í ³Û¹ 
Ï³ñ·Á í»ñ³Ý³ÛíáõÙ ¿, ù³ÝÇ áñ §ØËÇÃ³ñÛ³ÝÝ»ñÁ ã»Ý áõ½»ñ 
áñ»õ¿ í³ñ¹³å»ï ½áÑ»É: Ø»Ýù ùÇã »Ýù, Ïáõ½»Ýù, áñ Ù»ñ 
í³ñ¹³å»ïÝ»ñÁ` Ù»ñ áõËïÇÝ Ñ³í³ï³ñÇÙ, ÝíÇñí»Ý ·ñ³Ï³Ý-
Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ »õ ÏñÃ³Ï³Ý ·áñÍáõÝ»áõÃÛ³Ý, ³ÛÉ áã Ã» Ñáíí³Ï³Ý 
·áñÍÇÝ¦: Â» ÇÝãù³Ýáí Ïß³ÑÇ ¹ñ³ÝÇó Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ» 
Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÁ ¹Åí³ñ ¿ ³ë»É, ë³Ï³ÛÝ í³ñ¹³å»ïÇ ³ë³ÍÁ Ï³ñÍ»ë 



²å³·³  Ñ³Ý¹»ë                          3                                        Ð³Ù³ñ 22 

ÇñáÕáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ ¹³éÝáõÙ ³ÛÝ ÇÙ³ëïáí, áñ Ù³Ñí³ÝÇó »ñÏáõ ß³µ³Ã 
³é³ç »ñç³ÝÏ³ÑÇß³ï³Ï ÐáíÑ³ÝÝ»ë äáÕáë ´ å³åÁ ëïáñ³·ñ»É 
¿ Üß³Ý ³ñù. ¶³ñ³ù»ñ»Û³ÝÇ Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÙÁ áñå»ë Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ» 
»Ï»Õ»óáõ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ã»ÙÇ ³é³çÝáñ¹, ÙÇÝã¹»é í»ñçÇÝë, ÇÝãå»ë 
Ñ³ÛïÝÇ ¿, ¼ÙÙ³éáõ (ÈÇµ³Ý³Ý) ÙÇ³µ³ÝáõÃÛ³Ý ³Ý¹³Ù ¿: ²ÛÉ 
Ëáëùáíª Ë³Ëïí»É ¿ Ñ³Ù³·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ñ³Û »õ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ 
»Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇ ÙÇç»õ: 

²Ý¹ñ³¹³éÝ³Éáí ³é³ù»É³Ï³Ý »õ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñÇ 
ÝÙ³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇÝ áõ ï³ñµ»ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇÝ, Ñ³Ûñ Ð³ñáõÃÛáõÝÁ 
ÝßáõÙ ¿. §ä³ïÏ³Ý»ÉáõÃÛáõÝÁ å»ïù ã¿ ß÷áÃ»É ¹³í³Ý³ÝùÇ Ñ»ï, 
§Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ¦ ³ëí³Í Ñ³Û»ñÁ ÝáõÛÝ ¹³í³Ý³ÝùÝ áõ Í»ëÝ áõÝ»Ý, ÇÝã 
³é³ù»É³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ, µ³Ûó ï³ñµ»ñ ÝíÇñ³å»ïáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ »õ 
Õ»Ï³í³ñÝ»ñÇ Ïå³ïÏ³ÝÇÝ¦: Æ Éñ³óáõÙ Ñ³Ûñ Ð³ñáõÃÛáõÝÇ, 
§ä³ïÙ³Ï³Ý ³ÏÝ³ñÏÝ»ñ¦-áõÙ Ï³ñ¹áõÙ »Ýù. §Ð³Û Î³ÃáÕÇÏ¿ 
Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ »õ ìñ³ëï³ÝáõÙ ÝáõÇñáõ³Í »Ý 
ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ù³ñá½áõÃ»³Ý, ëáõñµ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ³Ùñ³åÝ¹Ù³Ý, 
²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇ ï³ñ³ÍÙ³Ý, »Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý ËáñÑáõñ¹Ý»ñÇ 
Ù³ï³Ï³ñ³ñÙ³Ý »õ Ñ³Û»óÇ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý ÝáõÇñ³Ï³Ý 
·áñÍÇÝ, Ù»ñ Ñ³Û Ï³ÃáÕÇÏ¿ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñÇ Ù¿ç, ³é³Ýó »ñµ»ù 
Ñ»ï³åÝ¹»Éáõ Ù³ñ¹áñë³Ï³Ý ³ÛÉ Ýå³ï³ÏÝ»ñ, Ñ³ñ³½³ïûñ¿Ý 
»Õµ³Ûñ³Ï³Ý §¿ÏáõÙ»ÝÇÏ¦ á·Çáí¦: Æñ³í³Ùµ ·áí»ÉÇ Ëáëù»ñ, 
áñáÝó ó³íáù, í»ñ³å³ÑáõÃÛ³Ùµ ¿ å»ïù Ùáï»Ý³É, »Ã» ÑÇß»Ýù 
Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ Ñ³Û»ñÇ å³ïñÇ³ñù, ³Ù»Ý³å³ïÇí î. ÐáíÑ³ÝÝ»ë 
ä»ïñáë ¶³ëå³ñÛ³ÝÇ 1992-ÇÝ Ññ³å³ñ³Ï³Í §ì»ñ³¹³ñÓ 
Ð³Û³ëï³Ý¦ ßñç³µ»ñ³Ï³ÝÁ, áñáõÙ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ å³ïñÇ³ñùÁ áã 
³í»É, áã å³Ï³ë ÅËïáõÙ ¿ Ð³Û ³é³ù»É³Ï³Ý ëáõñµ »Ï»Õ»óáõ 
í³í»ñ³Ï³ÝáõÃÛáõÝÁ »õ Ï³ÝáÝ³Ï³Ý Çñ³íáõÝùÁ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ: Æ 
å³ï³ëË³Ý ÙÇç»Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý å³ïß³× Ñ³ñ³µ»ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÇ 
Ñ³Ù³ñ Ù³ñï³Ññ³í»ñ Ñ³Ù³ñíáÕ, å³é³ÏïáÕ áõ ù³Ûù³ÛÇã ³Ûë 
ÃÕÃÇ, Ý³ËÏÇÝ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ, ³ÛÅÙ Ñ³Ý·áõóÛ³É äÇáÝ Ð³ÏáµÛ³ÝÝ áõ 
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÛ³Ûó ³é³ù»É³Ï³Ý »Ï»Õ»óáõ ³ÛÝ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ¹»é 
Í³Ûñ³·áõÛÝ í³ñ¹³å»ï î. º½ÝÇÏ ä»ïñáëÛ³ÝÁ 
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Ñ³Ù³Ñ»ÕÇÝ³Ï»óÇÝ §Ðñ³í»ñ áÕç³ÙïáõÃÛ³Ý¦ ³ßË³ïáõÃÛáõÝÁ 
(Ññ³ï. 1993 Ã.): ¶ñùáõÛÏáõÙ Ñ³Ù³Ñ»ÕÇÝ³ÏÝ»ñÁ ù³ßáõÙ »Ý 
å³ïÙáõÃÛ³Ý í³ñ³·áõÛñÁ »õ ÝÏ³ñ³·ñáõÙ Ñ³Û Ï³ÃáÉÇÏÝ»ñÇ 
å³Ë³ñ³Ï»ÉÇ Ù³ñ¹áñëáõÃÛ³Ý Çñ³Ï³Ý ÷³ëï»ñÇ ÍáíÁ 
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ »õ æ³í³ËùáõÙ: 

¶ñùáõÛÏÁ í»ñç³ÝáõÙ ¿ ³ÛëåÇëÇ ïáÕ»ñáí. §Ð³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇ 
Ùßï³ñÃáõÝ ·³Õ³÷³ñÁ »õ ³½·³ÛÇÝ ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ »Ý, áñ ³ÝÑ³ïÇ 
Ù¿ç í³é »Ý å³ÑáõÙ ³½·áõÃ»³Ý á·ÇÝ¦: ²ÛÝáõÑ»ï»õ Ù»çµ»ñíáõÙ »Ý 
Ô. ²ÉÇß³ÝÇ Ëáëù»ñÁ. §ÎñûÝù »õ ²½·³ëÇñáõÃÇõÝ Çñ³ñÙ¿ ã»Ù 
ÏñÝ³ñ µ³ÅÝ»É: â·Çï»Ù Ã¿ ³½·³ï»³ó áù áñå¿±ë ÏñÝ³Û ÙïÝ»É 
Û³ñù³ÛáõÃÇõÝ »ñÏÝÇó¦ (Î»Ýë³·ñáõÃÇõÝ Ñ. ²ÉÇß³ÝÇ, ì»Ý»ïÇÏ, 
1902): 

²ÛÝáõ³Ù»Ý³ÛÝÇí, Ñ³Û »õ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇ 
³Ý¹³Ù³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ñ³Ù³ßË³ñÑ³ÛÇÝ ¿ÏáõÙ»ÝÇÏ ß³ñÅÙ³ÝÁ, 
ÇÝãå»ë Ý³»õ »ñç³ÝÏ³ÑÇß³ï³Ï ÐáíÑ³ÝÝ»ë äáÕáë ´ å³åÇ 
³ÛóÁ Ð³Û³ëï³Ý, Ý³»õ Ý»ñÏ³ÛÇë ´»Ý»¹ÇÏï Ä¼ å³åÇ Ëáñ 
ÇÙ³óáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ñ³Û»ñÇ »õ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ñóÇ Ù³ëÇÝ (ãå»ïù ¿ 
Ùáé³Ý³É Ý³»õ Ýñ³ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ ì³½·»Ý ² 
»ñç³ÝÏ³ÑÇß³ï³Ï Ñ³Ûñ³å»ïÇ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ, áõÙ Ñ³Ï³é³Ï 
Ãáõñù³Ï³Ý ¹»ëå³Ý³ï³Ý Ñáñ¹áñÝ»ñÇ, 1981-ÇÝ Ñ³íáõñ 
å³ïß³×Ç ÑÛáõñÁÝÏ³É»É ¿ñ ¶»ñÙ³ÝÇ³ÛÇ Ã»ÙáõÙ Ï³ñ¹ÇÝ³É »Õ³Í 
Å³Ù³Ý³Ï), ÑáõÛë »Ý ï³ÉÇë »ÝÃ³¹ñ»Éáõ, áñ »ñÏáõ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇ 
Ñ³ñ³µ»ñáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÝ ³ñ¹»Ý Ï³ÛáõÝ »Ý »õ Ïß³ñáõÝ³Ï»Ý 
½³ñ·³Ý³É ×ßÙ³ñÇï ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ï³Ý á·áí: ÆëÏ ØËÇÃ³ñÛ³Ý 
Ñ³Ûñ»ñÇ Ý³Ë³ÝÓ³ËÝ¹Çñ áõ Ñ³ñ³ï»õ ³éÏ³ÛáõÃÛáõÝÁ Ù»ñ 
ÏáÕùÇÝ Ï³å³ÑáíÇ Ù»ñ Ï³ÃáÉÇÏ³ó³Í Ñ³Ûñ»Ý³ÏÇóÝ»ñÇ Ñá·»õáñ 
»õ ³½·³ÛÇÝ ³Ýíï³Ý·áõÃÛáõÝÁ Ð³Û³ëï³Ý ³ñß³í³Í 
ï³ñ³ï»ë³Ï ³Õ³Ý¹Ý»ñÇó áõ µ³ñù»ñÇó: 

  
êàôê²ÜÜ² Ø²ð¶²ðÚ²Ü 
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Survivors of The Armenian Genocide 
 
KRISTINE HAGOPIAN 
born 1906, Smyrna (Izmir) 
 
We had already been deported once, in 1915, sent towards Der- 
Zor. But, my uncle’s friend had connections in the government and  
he had us ordered back to Izmir. 
Orders came again that everyone must gather in front of the  
Armenian church to be deported. My father refused to go and told  
us not to worry. He didn’t think the Turkish government would do  
anything to him, since he was a government employee himself. 
Twelve Turkish soldiers and an official came very early the next  
morning. We were still asleep. They dragged us out in our  
nightgowns and lined us up against the living room wall. Then the  
official ordered my father to lie down on the ground… they are  
dirty the Turks… very dirty… I can’t say what they did to him.  
They raped him! Raped! Just like that. Right in front of us. And  
that official made us watch. He whipped us if we turned away. My  
mother lost consciousness and fell to the floor. 
Afterwards, we couldn’t find our father. My mother looked for  
him frantically. He was in the attic, trying to hang himself.  
Fortunately, my mother found him before it was too late. 
My father did eventually kill himself—later, after we escaped 
 
 
SION ABAJIAN 
born. 1908, Marash 
 
The crowds were huge in Meskeneh. We were in the  
middle of a vast sandy area and the Armenians there  
were from all over, not only from Marash. We had no  
water and gendarmes would not give us any. There were  
only two gendarmes for that huge crowd. Just two.  
Wasn’t there a single man among us who could have  
killed them? We were going to die anyway. Why did we  
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obey those two gendarmes so sheepishly? 
The word was that from Meskeneh, we were going to  
be deported to Der-Zor. My father had brought along a  
tent that was black on one side and white on the other.  
Each time gendarmes approached us to send another  
group to Der-Zor, my father would move the tent. He  
would pitch it on the other side of the crowd—as far  
away as possible. We were constantly moving. He  
bought us quite a bit of time that way. 
Eventually, we crossed the Euphrates River to Rakka  
where we found an abandoned house—with no doors or  
windows—and we squatted there. But we still had no  
food. We used to eat grass. We used to pick grains from  
animal waste, wash them and then in tin cans fry them  
to eat. We used to say: “Oh, mommy, if we ever go back  
to Marash, just give us fried wheat and it will be  
enough.” 
 
EDWARD BEDIKIAN 
born 1902, Sepasdia (Sivas) 
 
There was a girl, a girl who I had befriended on the  
road, earlier. Her name was Satenig. I remember her  
very well. She was not too strong. I saw her again in  
that basement. In the basement of the school where  
they had thrown us. She was there. She had a little bit  
of money and she gave it to me. “Don’t let them take  
me,” she said. “Don’t let them take me.” They would  
come around everyday and take whoever was dead or  
very weak. She was not in good shape, she was very  
weak. I stood her up and leaned on her. Held her up,  
so. They came. I was holding her up, leaning her up  
against the wall. But they saw her and took her… took  
her… 


